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The spring exhibition is now held under the theme of “Next Stage”.

It surely reminds us of various ideas such as “growth”, “promotion” or “evolution”.

Netsuke artists throughout Japan expanded their imaginations and embodied their own next stages.
The works created by unique ideas and splendid techniques have been gathered at our museum.
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Not only the collection but also the architecture
itself attracts visitors

The Kyoto Seishu Netsuke Art Museum is located in Mibu,
which used to be the western end of the capital of Kyoto
during the Middle Ages. The area is also known as the
home of the Mibu Goshi, who were samurai warriors that
became farmers during the Edo period (1603 — 1867), The
museum building is believed to have been built as the
residence of the Kanzaki Family, one of the Mibu Coshi, in
1820. The Edo period at the time was in an age of matured
culture, precisely when prominent netsuke artists created
their works in the golden ages of netsuke.

Our museum maintains the dignity of the historical
architecture designated as a tangible cultural property
of Kyoto city, where carefully selected some 400
pieces of antique and contemporary netsuke are
permanently displayed in the Japanese-style rooms
on the 1st and 2nd floors.

Get away from the hustle and bustle of modern society
and spend some pleasurable time in a space that makes
you feel as if you were transported through time to the
Edo period, when netsuke were practically used.

The History of Netsuke

Netsuke were invented out of the necessity of
preventing items that were hung on the person and
carried, such as inro (a pillbox), tobacco pouches
from being lost or stolen. People would hang items
from their obi (sash) with a string and attach a
netsuke to the other end of the string as a fastener.
Materials such as ivory, wood, stag antler, ceramic,
metals and lacquer were used to make netsuke and
they were finely sculptured by Japanese craftsmen.

[ Access ]

@15 minutes by taxi from JR Kyoto Station

@20 minutes by City Bus #26 or #28 from JR Kyoto Station
and a 3-minute walk southbound on Bojo-dori street from
the Mibudera-michi bus stop

@10-minutes walk from Omiya Station of Hankyu Kyoto
Line or Shijo Omiya Station of Randen Arashiyama Line

*The museum is open five limited times each year. *Junior
high school students and older are required to show their
student identification card for admission. *Children under
elementary school age are not allowed to enter the
museum. “Group rates or discounts for senior citizens are
not available. *Photography is not allowed in the museum.
*Eating and drinking in the museum is prohibited. Pets
are not allowed. *No parking spaces are available. Please
use public transportation.
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